
The Shortest Leap: 

 

Why Are Christians Hypocrites? 

 

 

You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. 2 For people 

will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, 

disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. 3 They will be 

unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel 

and hate what is good. 4 They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and 

love pleasure rather than God. 5 They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could 

make them godly. Stay away from people like that! 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NLT) 

 

 

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are 
so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed 

and self-indulgence! 26 You blind Pharisee! First wash the inside of the cup and the dish,[i] and 
then the outside will become clean, too. 

27 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are 
like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s 
bones and all sorts of impurity. 28 Outwardly you look like righteous people, but inwardly your 

hearts are filled with hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
Matthew 23:25-28 (NLT) 

 

You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, 

8 ‘These people honor me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me. 

Matthew 15:8 (NLT) 

 

• ________________ BELIEVERS 

 

There is much more we would like to say about this, but it is difficult to explain, especially since 
you are spiritually dull and don’t seem to listen. 12 You have been believers so long now that you 

ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic things 
about God’s word. You are like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid food.  

Hebrews 5:11-12 (NLT) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2023&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23918i


 
Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn’t talk to you as I would to spiritual 
people. I had to talk as though you belonged to this world or as though you were infants in 

Christ. 2 I had to feed you with milk, not with solid food, because you weren’t ready for anything 
stronger. And you still aren’t ready, 3 for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. 

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 (NLT) 

 

• ________________ PEOPLE, GROWING IN ______________. 

 

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has 

been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Galatians 6:14 (NIV) 

 

• THEY REALLY ARE __________________ 

 

“So guard yourselves and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, 

purchased with his own blood—over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as leaders. 29 I 

know that false teachers, like vicious wolves, will come in among you after I leave, not sparing 

the flock. 30 Even some men from your own group will rise up and distort the truth in order to 

draw a following. 

Acts 20:28-30 (NLT) 

 

“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious 

wolves.  

Matthew 7:15 (NLT) 

 

 


