
The Shortest Leap: 

Why Can’t God Just Forgive Everybody? 

 

 

1. HIS ________________. 

 

“For I, the Lord, love justice; 

    I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 

Isaiah 61:8 (NIV) 

 

He is the Rock, his works are perfect, 

    and all his ways are just. 

A faithful God who does no wrong, 

    upright and just is he. 

Deuteronomy 32:4 (NIV) 

 

For the word of the Lord is right and true; 

    he is faithful in all he does. 
5 The Lord loves righteousness and justice; 

    the earth is full of his unfailing love. 

Psalm 33:4-5 (NIV) 

 

Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism. 

Colossians 3:25 (NIV) 

 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God… For every child of 

God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. 5 And who can win this 

battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God... And this is what 

God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son 

has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life. 

1 John 5:1;4-5;11-12 (NLT) 

 

2. _________________ IS IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT ________________. 

 



This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; 

a new life has begun! 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) 

 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 

15 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s 

Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” 16 For his 

Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 17 And since we are his children, 

we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share 

his glory, we must also share his suffering. 

Romans 8:14-17 (NLT) 

 

 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be 

made right with God through Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) 

 

Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace[a] with God 

because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has 

brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and 

joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 

Romans 5:1-2 (NLT) 

 

So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift away from it. 2 For 

the message God delivered through angels has always stood firm, and every violation of the law 

and every act of disobedience was punished. 3 So what makes us think we can escape if we 

ignore this great salvation that was first announced by the Lord Jesus himself and then 

delivered to us by those who heard him speak? 

Hebrews 2:1-3 (NLT) 

 

3. OUR LOVE FOR GOD MUST BE __________________. 

 

“And a servant who knows what the master wants, but isn’t prepared and doesn’t carry out 

those instructions, will be severely punished. 48 But someone who does not know, and then does 

something wrong, will be punished only lightly. When someone has been given much, much will 

be required in return; and when someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be 

required. 

Luke 12:47-48 (NLT) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ROMANS%205&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28010a


The heavens declare the glory of God; 

    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Psalm 19:1 (NIV) 

 

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing 

that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 

Romans 2:4 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


