The Shortest Leap:

Why Can’t | Make My Own Rules?

“We started off trying to set up a small anarchist community, but people wouldn't
obey the rules.”
— Alan Bennett

1. BECAUSE WE ARE NOT

The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So
Moses went up 2" and the Lord said to him, “Go down and warn the people so they do not force
their way through to see the Lord and many of them perish. ?2 Even the priests, who
approach the Lord, must consecrate themselves, or the Lord will break out against them.”

2 Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself
warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.””

24 The Lord replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must
not force their way through to come up to the Lord, or he will break out against them.”

25 So Moses went down to the people and told them.

Exodus 19:20-25 (NIV)

And God spoke all these words:
24 am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the
earth beneath or in the waters below. ° You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for |,
the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate me, ° but showing love to a thousand generations
of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone
guiltless who misuses his name.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. ° Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, 1° but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work,
neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor
any foreigner residing in your towns. " For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the




earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
2 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is
giving you.
3 “You shall not murder.
4 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
7 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his
male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

8 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain
in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance '° and said to Moses, “Speak to us
yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”

Exodus 20:1-19 (NIV)

For, as | have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as
enemies of the cross of Christ. '° Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and
their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 2° But our citizenship is in
heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2! who, by the
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so
that they will be like his glorious bodly.

Philippians 3:18-21 (NIV)

2. ONLY GOD CAN DO WHAT IS FOR

A person’s steps are directed by the Lord.
How then can anyone understand their own way?
Proverbs 20:24 (NIV)

This is what the Lord says—
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
“I am the Lord your God,
who teaches you what is best for you,
who directs you in the way you should go.
'8 If only you had paid attention to my commands,
your peace would have been like a river,
your well-being like the waves of the sea.



Isaiah 48:17-18 (NIV)

KEY QUALIFIER: NOT EVERY WITH GOD’S NAME ON IT,
CAME FROM GOD.

“A woman must not put on men’s clothing, and a man must not wear women'’s clothing. Anyone
who does this is detestable in the sight of the Lord your God.
Deuteronomy 22:5 (NLT)

And | want women to be modest in their appearance. They should wear decent and appropriate
clothing and not draw attention to themselves by the way they fix their hair or by wearing gold or
pearls or expensive clothes.

1 Timothy 2:9 (NLT)

For women who claim to be devoted to God should make themselves attractive by the good
things they do.
1 Timothy 2:10 (NLT)

For you ignore God’s law and substitute your own tradition.
Mark 7:8 (NLT)

Blind guides! You strain your water so you won'’t accidentally swallow a gnat, but you swallow a
camel!
Matthew 23:24 (NLT)






