The Shortest Leap:

Isn’t One Way to God Narrow Minded?

LET'S LOOK AT THE FACTS:

1. JESUS CLAIMED TO BE THE

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free,
9 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Luke 4:18-19 (NIV)

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone
in the synagogue were fastened on him. 2" He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing.”

Luke 4:20 (NIV)

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some
wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is the newborn king of the
Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.”

3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. # He
called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the
Messiah supposed to be born?”

5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote:

¢ ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
are not least among the ruling cities of Judah..
for a ruler will come from you
who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.



Matthew 2:1-5 (NLT)

When the crowds heard him say this, some of them declared, “Surely this man is the Prophet
we’ve been expecting.”*! Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others said, “But he can’t be!
Will the Messiah come from Galilee? #? For the Scriptures clearly state that the Messiah will be
born of the royal line of David, in Bethlehem, the village where King David was born.”l 43 So the
crowd was divided about him.

John 7:40-43 (NLT)

Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
% But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
¢ We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
Isaiah 53:4-6 (NIV)

..because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
Isaiah 53:12 (NIV)

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Psalm 22:1 (NIV)

All who see me mock me;
they hurl insults, shaking their heads.
8 “He trusts in the Lord,” they say,
‘let the Lord rescue him.
Psalm 22:7-8 (NIV)



They divide my clothes among them
and cast lots for my garment.
Psalm 22:18 (NIV)

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for
each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one
piece from top to bottom.

24 et’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,

“They divided my clothes among them

and cast lots for my garment.”
John 19:23-24 (NIV)

2. JESUS CLAIMED TO BE

| and the Father are one.”

31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have
shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”

3% “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a
mere man, claim to be God.”
John 10:30-33 (NIV)

Do not believe me unless | do the works of my Father. 38 But if | do them, even though you do
not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me,
and | in the Father.”

John 10:37-38 (NIV)

“You are from below; | am from above. You are of this world; | am not of this world. 241 told you
that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am he, you will indeed die in your
sins.”

25 “Who are you?” they asked.



“Just what | have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say in
Jjudgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and what | have heard from him | tell the
world.”

27 They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 2 So Jesus said, “When
you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am he and that | do nothing on my
own but speak just what the Father has taught me. ?° The one who sent me is with me; he has
not left me alone, for | always do what pleases him.
John 8:23-29 (NIV)

Very truly | tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, | am!” %® At this, they picked
up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
John 8:59-59 (NIV)

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
% Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
" and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:6-11 (NIV)

But for us,

There is one God, the Father,
by whom all things were created,
and for whom we live.

And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things were created,
and through whom we live.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (NLT)

Then the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”
62 Jesus said, “I am. And you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at God'’s right
hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.”



63 Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Why do we need other
witnesses? % You have all heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?”
“Guilty!” they all cried. “He deserves to die!”
Mark 14:61-64 (NLT)

3. JESUS CLAIMED TO BE THE ONLY

Jesus answered, ‘| am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.
John 14:6 (NIV)

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. ' But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to
life, and only a few find it.

Matthew 7:13 (NIV)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. 1" For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him. '® Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the

name of God’s one and only Son.
John 3:16-18 (NIV)






