
The Shortest Leap: 
 

Why do Bad Things Happen to Good People? 
 
 

When I think about this, I am terrified; 
    trembling seizes my body. 
7 Why do the wicked live on, 

    growing old and increasing in power? 
8 They see their children established around them, 

    their offspring before their eyes. 
9 Their homes are safe and free from fear; 

    the rod of God is not on them. 
10 Their bulls never fail to breed; 

    their cows calve and do not miscarry. 
Job 21:6-10 (NIV) 

 
Yet they say to God, ‘Leave us alone! 

    We have no desire to know your ways. 
Job 21:24 (NIV) 

 
 

There are three BETTER questions to ask… 
 
 

1. Why are there _________ things? 
 
 

• It’s the story of two _____________. 
 
 
Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had 

formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were 
pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
Genesis 2:8-9 (NIV) 

 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of 

it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden;17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat 

from it you will certainly die.” 
Genesis 2:15-17 (NIV) 

 
2. Why do any _______________ things happen? 

 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor[i] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23278i


not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you 
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 

Matthew 5:43-47 (NIV) 

 
3. What are my _____________? 

 
 

“God opposes the proud 
    but shows favor to the humble.”  

10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
James 4:6, 10. 

 
You will keep in perfect peace 

    those whose minds are steadfast, 
    because they trust in you. 

Isaiah 26:3 (NIV) 
 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
Isaiah 26:3 (KJV) 

 
“Trust in the Lord forever, 

For in God the Lord, we have an everlasting Rock. 
Isaiah 26:4 (NASB) 

 

 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of 
the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 

Revelation 22:1-3 (NIV) 
 

Truly God is good to Israel, 
    to those whose hearts are pure. 

2 But as for me, I almost lost my footing. 
    My feet were slipping, and I was almost gone. 

3 For I envied the proud 
    when I saw them prosper despite their wickedness. 

4 They seem to live such painless lives; 
    their bodies are so healthy and strong. 

5 They don’t have troubles like other people; 
    they’re not plagued with problems like everyone else. 

6 They wear pride like a jeweled necklace 
    and clothe themselves with cruelty. 

7 These fat cats have everything 
    their hearts could ever wish for! 

8 They scoff and speak only evil; 
    in their pride they seek to crush others. 

9 They boast against the very heavens, 
    and their words strut throughout the earth. 



10 And so the people are dismayed and confused, 
    drinking in all their words. 

11 “What does God know?” they ask. 
    “Does the Most High even know what’s happening?” 

12 Look at these wicked people— 
    enjoying a life of ease while their riches multiply. 

13 Did I keep my heart pure for nothing? 
    Did I keep myself innocent for no reason? 

14 I get nothing but trouble all day long; 
    every morning brings me pain. 

15 If I had really spoken this way to others, 
    I would have been a traitor to your people. 

16 So I tried to understand why the wicked prosper. 
    But what a difficult task it is! 

17 Then I went into your sanctuary, O God, 
    and I finally understood the destiny of the wicked. 

18 Truly, you put them on a slippery path 
    and send them sliding over the cliff to destruction. 

19 In an instant they are destroyed, 
    completely swept away by terrors. 

20 When you arise, O Lord, 
    you will laugh at their silly ideas 

    as a person laughs at dreams in the morning. 
21 Then I realized that my heart was bitter, 

    and I was all torn up inside. 
22 I was so foolish and ignorant— 

    I must have seemed like a senseless animal to you. 
23 Yet I still belong to you; 
    you hold my right hand. 

24 You guide me with your counsel, 
    leading me to a glorious destiny. 
25 Whom have I in heaven but you? 

    I desire you more than anything on earth. 
26 My health may fail, and my spirit may grow weak, 

    but God remains the strength of my heart; 
    he is mine forever. 

27 Those who desert him will perish, 
    for you destroy those who abandon you. 

28 But as for me, how good it is to be near God! 
    I have made the Sovereign Lord my shelter, 

    and I will tell everyone about the wonderful things you do. 
Psalm 73 (NLT) 

 


