The Book of Mark:

A Story of Two Sinners

Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the
chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill
him. 2 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.”

* While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman
came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar
and poured the perfume on his head.

4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of
perfume? ° It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the
poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.
¢ “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to
me. ” The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But
you will not always have me.  She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body
beforehand to prepare for my burial.’ Truly | tell you, wherever the gospel is preached
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

" Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to
them. "' They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for
an opportunity to hand him over.

Mark 14:1-10 (NIV)

WHAT DOES THIS STORY MEAN TO US?
! GOD HATES IN THE CHURCH AS MUCH AS WE DO.

When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality,
impurity, lustful pleasures, ? idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
selfish ambition, dissension, division,?' envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like
these. Let me tell you again, as | have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit
the Kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:19-21 (NIV)

WHAT CAN WE LEARN?

! THE WOMAN GAVE

But Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon betray him, said, ° “That perfume was worth a
year’s wages. It should have been sold and the money given to the poor.” ¢ Not that he cared for
the poor—he was a thief, and since he was in charge of the disciples’ money, he often stole
some for himself.

John 12:4-6 (NIV)

! JUDAS GAVE




It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end.
2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of
Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. ® Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; * so he got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.® After that, he poured water
into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped
around him.

8 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you will understand.”

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no part with me.”
®“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as welll”

% Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body
is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” ' For he knew who was going to
betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.

2 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do
you understand what | have done for you?” he asked them. " “You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what | am. " Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. ** | have set you an example that you should
do as | have done for you. '® Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. ' Now that you know these things, you will be
blessed if you do them.

John 13:1-12 (NIV)

! JESUS GAVE

! WE NEED TO GIVE

Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. "* Make allowance for each
other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you
must forgive others. ™ Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in
perfect harmony. ™ And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.
Colossians 3:12-15 (NLT)

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become angry, *° because human anger does not produce the righteousness
that God desires.

James 1:19-20 (NIV)



