
A Careful Study of the End Times:

The Rapture, Part 2

FIVE REASONS WHY I DON’T BELIEVE IN A PRE-TRIBULATIONAL RAPTURE…

REASON #1 - THE SCRIPTURES THAT WERE USED TO TEACH ME 
ABOUT IT, WERE USED OUT OF CONTEXT.

REASON #2 - IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE THE RAPTURE IN THE BIBLE IF 
YOU HAVE NOT BEEN TAUGHT IT FIRST.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a

place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”

John 14:1-3 (NIV)

Blessed are those you choose
    and bring near to live in your courts!

We are filled with the good things of your house,
    of your holy temple.

Psalm 65:4 (NIV)

Better is one day in your courts
    than a thousand elsewhere;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
    than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

Psalm 84:10 (NIV)

You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.

You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD

    forever.
Psalm 23:5-6 (NIV)

So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he
scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold



doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His
disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

John 2:15-17 (NIV)

After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding
and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him,
“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for

you.”
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s

house?”
Luke 2:46-49 (NIV)

REASON #3 – THREE ______________ WORDS.

According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming
of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 (NIV)

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we

who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NIV)

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you,
brothers and sisters,

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (NIV)

..not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a
prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already

come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He
will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he

sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.
2 Thessalonians 2:2-4 (NIV)

“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken
of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16 then let those who are in Judea

flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the
house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak.19 How dreadful it will be in those days
for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or

on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the
world until now—and never to be equaled again.

Matthew 24:15-21 (NIV)

For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the
world until now, nor ever will again. 

Matthew 24:21 (NASB)



But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be

shaken. 30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of
the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with

power and great glory. 31 And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet blast, and they
will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

 Matthew 24:30-31 (NASB)

REASON #4 – IT IS NOT ______________ IN CHURCH ________________.

All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of
the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those
who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.8 He will

punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of his might10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at
among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to

you.
2 Thessalonians 1:5-9 (NIV)


