
The Incomparable Christ:

The Hope in You

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I became its minister

according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully
known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now

been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the gentiles
are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Colossians 1:24-27 (NRSVUE)

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy

Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are
God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 1:13-14 (NIV)

This down payment from God is the first installment on what’s coming, a reminder that we’ll get
everything God has planned for us, a praising and glorious life.

Ephesians 1:14 (MSG)

Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us,22 set his seal of
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (NIV)

When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:4 (NIV)

Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life—even though invisible to spectators—
is with Christ in God. He is your life. When Christ (your real life, remember) shows up again on

this earth, you’ll show up, too—the real you, the glorious you. 
Colossians 3:3-4 (MSG)

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being
rooted and established in love,18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,19 and to know this love that

surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of


