
The Book of Mark:

Beware!

38 As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in
flowing robes and be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and have the most important
seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour widows’ houses

and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished most severely.”

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd
putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a

poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.
43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the
treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put

in everything—all she had to live on.”
Mark 12:38-44 (NIV)

“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the
tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most

important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces
and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others.

Matthew 23:5-7 (NIV)

This observance will be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that
this law of the Lord is to be on your lips. For the Lord brought you out of Egypt with his mighty

hand… And it will be like a sign on your hand and a symbol on your forehead that
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with his mighty hand.”

Exodus 13:9,16 (NIV)

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you
today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit

at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them
as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of

your houses and on your gates. Deut. 6:4-9(NIV)

WHAT CAN WE LEARN?

 ____________ IS NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR TRUE _________________

 OUR ______________ GIVING IS OF MORE VALUE THAN OUR ___________

GIVING AND OUR _________________ GIVING IS OF MORE VALUE THAN 

OUR _______________ GIVING.

 ____________ AND ____________ THAT TAKES ADVANTAGE OF THE 



MARGINALIZED WILL BE ________________ SEVERELY.


