
The Book of Mark:

The Three Tests of Mark 11

The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.13 Seeing in the distance a fig
tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but

leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat
fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it.

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who
were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the

benches of those selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the
temple courts.17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a

house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”
18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill

him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.
19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.

20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots.21 Peter
remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”

22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go,
throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say

will happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.25 And when you stand praying, if you hold

anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your
sins.”

Mark 11:12-25 (NIV)

The Lord detests dishonest scales,
    but accurate weights find favor with him.

Proverbs 11:1 (NIV)

The Three Tests: ____________, _______________, and ________________.

When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have sinned against
you and when they turn back and give praise to your name, praying and making supplication

before you in this temple, 25 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and
bring them back to the land you gave to them and their ancestors.

26 “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have sinned against
you, and when they pray toward this place and give praise to your name and turn from their sin
because you have afflicted them, 27 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants,
your people Israel. Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your

people for an inheritance.
28 “When famine or plague comes to the land, or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers, or

when enemies besiege them in any of their cities, whatever disaster or disease may
come, 29 and when a prayer or plea is made by anyone among your people Israel—being aware

of their afflictions and pains, and spreading out their hands toward this temple— 30 then hear
from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive, and deal with everyone according to all they do,
since you know their hearts (for you alone know the human heart), 31 so that they will fear
you and walk in obedience to you all the time they live in the land you gave our ancestors.

2 Chronicles 6:24-31 (NIV)



Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will
destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not made with

hands.’”
John 14:57-58 (NIV)

Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.

John 4:19-21 (NIV)

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to
him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy

priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:5 (NIV)

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people
and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and

rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22 (NIV)

Application for today: Have ___________ in ____________.


