
The Book of Mark:

The Essence of the Gospel

They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were
astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told
them what was going to happen to him. 33 “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the
Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will

condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on
him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.”

Mark 10:32-34 (NIV)

There are many things the gospel is not:

 ________________ transformation

 Jesus is ____________.

 God comes to save and remake the ____________.

So, what is the gospel?

1. The central image of the gospel is the ____________.

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold

firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third

day according to the Scriptures,
1 Corinthians 15:1-3 (NIV)

2. The central message of the gospel is the _________________ of __________.

The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature.[c] So
God did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners
have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a

sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied
for us…

Romans 8:3-4 (NIV)

The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things to
come, not the good things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again
and again, year after year, but they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who



came to worship. 2 If they could have provided perfect cleansing, the sacrifices would have
stopped, for the worshipers would have been purified once for all time, and their feelings of guilt
would have disappeared. But instead, those sacrifices actually reminded them of their sins year

after year. 4 For it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
Hebrews 10:1-4 (NIV)

That is why, when Christ came into the world, he said to God,
“You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings.

    But you have given me a body to offer.
6 You were not pleased with burnt offerings

    or other offerings for sin.
7 Then I said, ‘Look, I have come to do your will, O God—

    as is written about me in the Scriptures.’” 
8 First, Christ said, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other

offerings for sin, nor were you pleased with them” (though they are required by the law of
Moses). 9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do your will.” He cancels the first covenant in

order to put the second into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice
of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time.

Hebrews 10:5-10 (NIV)

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with
the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.

Acts 2:23 (NIV)

He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
    and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,

    nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,

Isaiah 53:9-10 (NIV)

Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”

Genesis 2:22 (NIV)

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the
two of them went on together.

Genesis 22:8 (NIV)

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

Genesis 22:12 (NIV)

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along

with him, graciously give us all things?
Romans 8:31-32 (NIV)

They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and
spit on him, flog him and kill him.



I offered my back to those who beat me,
    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;

I did not hide my face
    from mocking and spitting.

Isaiah 50:6 (NIV)

3. The central application of the gospel is ______________ and _______________.

Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he
said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Mark 1:14-15 (NIV)


