The Book of Mark:

Only the Poor Need Apply

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good
teacher,” he asked, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

" “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. " You
know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not
steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.™”
2 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these | have kept since | was a boy.”

Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22 At this the man'’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
2 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom
of God!”

% The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God! # It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

% The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are
possible with God.”

% Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!”

2 “Truly | tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or fields for me and the gospel * will fail to receive a hundred times as much in
this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 3" But many who are first will be last, and the
last first.”

Mark 10:17-31 (NIV)

What was Jesus NOT saying?

! He was not saying He wasn’t

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
Hebrews 4:15 (NIV)

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps.
22“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
1 Peter 2:22 (NIV)

All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.



1 John 3:3 (NIV)

“l am the good shepherd.”
John 10:11 (NIV)

! He was not saying you couldn’t be

After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had
come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many
others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.

Luke 8:1-3 (NIV)

! He wasn’t saying if you give money to a , you will get

What WAS Jesus saying?

! He was asking him to give up his

! All those who enter His kingdom enter poor...in

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:3 (NIV)

But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. ® What is more, |
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ® and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is
through faith in® Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.
Philippians 3:7-9 (NIV)



