
The Book of Mark: 
 

The Lesson of the Fish and Loaves 
 
 

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31 Then, 
because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, 

he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw them 

leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 
them.34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they 

were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 
Mark 6:30-34 (NIV) 

 
So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself as well. If I love you 

more, will you love me less? 
2 Corinthians 12:15 (NIV) 

 
And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls; though the more abundantly I love you, 

the less I am loved. 
2 Corinthians 12:15 (NKJV) 

 

• Our _______________ to meet needs is Jesus’ _________________. 
 

• Our greatest need is the ______________ and _____________ of the 
___________. 
 

By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they 
said, “and it’s already very late. 36 Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding 

countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 
But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” 

They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that 
much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 

38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” 
 

When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” 
39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So 
they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 

looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples 
to distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were 

satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and 
fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

Mark 6:35-44 (NIV) 

 
Moses said to the Lord,16 “May the Lord, the God who gives breath to all living things, appoint 

someone over this community17 to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out 
and bring them in, so the Lord’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” 

Numbers 27:15-16 (NIV) 

 



The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow 
Israelites. You must listen to him… 

Deuteronomy 18:15 (NIV) 
 

“‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As surely as I live, declares the 
Sovereign Lord, because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered and has 

become food for all the wild animals, and because my shepherds did not search for my flock but 
cared for themselves rather than for my flock, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of 

the Lord: 10 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them 
accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no 
longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for 

them. 
 

 “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after 
them.12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and 
darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will 
bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and 

in all the settlements in the land. 
 

I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 
There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the 
Sovereign Lord.16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and 

strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with 
justice. 

Ezekiel 34:7-16 (NIV) 
 

 
They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” 

John 1:21 (NIV) 

 
The lesson: Jesus fully _______________ , with ______________. 


