The Book of Mark:
What is the Unforgiveable Sin?

…whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an
eternal sin.”
Mark 3:29 (NIV)

Remember our rules of thumb for on understanding difficult verses:
•

______________, ___________________ and ___________________.

Let’s add one more:
•

Don’t build your _____________ on _________ ____________.

Example:
“Do not touch my anointed ones;
do my prophets no harm.”
Psalm 105:15 (NIV)

Context is key:
Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not
even able to eat. 21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they
said, “He is out of his mind.”
Mark 3:20-21 (NIV)
Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were
amazed. “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they
asked.55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his
brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this
man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense at him.
Matthew 13:54-57 (NIV)

And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by
Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.”
Mark 3:22 (NIV)
So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables:
Mark 3:23 (NIV)
So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How can
Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a

house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is
divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house
without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong man’s house. 28 Truly I tell you, people
can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against
the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.”
30
He said this because they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.”
Mark 3:23-30 (NIV)
It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly
gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and
the powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance.
Hebrews 6:4-6 (NIV)
Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been performed,
because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the
miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
Matthew 11:20-21 (NIV)
If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no
excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father as well.24 If I had not done among
them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet
they have hated both me and my Father.
John 15:22-24 (NIV)

