The Book of Mark:
Effective Faith

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come
home.
Mark 2:1 (NIV)
Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”[f]
20
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone
in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing.”
Luke 4:17-21 (NIV)
22

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t
this Joseph’s son?” they asked.
Luke 4:18 (NIV)

All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out
of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw
him off the cliff.30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
Luke 4:28-30 (NIV)
Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of
Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
Matthew 4:13-14 (NIV)
A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come
home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the
door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed
man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they
made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the
man was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins
are forgiven.”
6
Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this
fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
Mark 2: 1-7 (NIV)
Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he
said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed
man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?
Mark 2: 8-9 (NIV)

But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to
the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and
walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We
have never seen anything like this!”
Mark 2: 8-12 (NIV)
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
Daniel 7:13-14 (NIV)

Here is the application:
•

Real ___________ moves your _____________.
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
James 2:17 (NIV)

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Hebrews 11:6 (NIV)

•

Real ______________ is _____________________.

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I
have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is
already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell
you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because
of your shameless audacity[e] he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.
9
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will
be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one
who knocks, the door will be opened.
11
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks
for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask him!”
Luke 11:5-13 (NIV)
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice
for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you,
he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on the earth?”
Luke 18:6-8 (NIV)

