The Book of Mark:
What it means to Follow Jesus

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net
into the lake, for they were fishermen.17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out
to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him.
19
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a
boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in
the boat with the hired men and followed him.
Mark 1:17-20 (NIV)
They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and
began to teach.
Mark 1:21 (NIV)
The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by,
he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
37
When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw
them following and asked, “What do you want?”
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
39
“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four
in the afternoon.
John 1:35-39 (NIV)
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the
Lord Jesus was living among us,22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was
taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.”
Acts 1:21-22 (NIV)
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
John 6:66 (NIV)
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you
had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in
sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for
you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.[b]
Luke 10:13-15 (NIV)
The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that comes from a
pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith. 6 But some people have missed this whole
point. They have turned away from these things and spend their time in meaningless
discussions. 7 They want to be known as teachers of the law of Moses, but they don’t know what
they are talking about, even though they speak so confidently.
1 Timothy 1:5-7 (NLT)
As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”

58

Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay
his head.”
Luke 9:57-58 (NIV)

He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.”
61
Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my
family.”
62
Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the
kingdom of God.”
Luke 9:59-62 (NIV)
59

The one fill in the blank…
Your Job is to _________________.
Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross daily and follow me
Luke 9:23 (NIV)

