Core Values:

Every Christian Needs to Grow

So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead
and become mature in our understanding. Surely we don’t need to start again with the
fundamental importance of repenting from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. 2 You don't
need further instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead,
and eternal judgment.® And so, God willing, we will move forward to further understanding.
Hebrews 6:1-3 (NLT)

Shallow faith opens up the risks of :

The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are
choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. *® But the seed on good
soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by
persevering produce a crop.

Luke 8:14-15 (NIV)

In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the
elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! ** Anyone who
lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.* But
solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good
from evil.

Hebrews 5:12-14

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; ¢ and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; " and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. & For
if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective
and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. ° But whoever does not have
them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.

2 Peter 1:5-8

For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for
both the present life and the life to come.
1 Timothy 4:8 (NIV)

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all



reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful
scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the
mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its
work.

Ephesians 4:11-16 (NIV)

Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not
be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. 8 But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and
forever! Amen.

2 Peter 3:17-18 (NIV)

In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has
long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.
2 Peter 2:3 (NIV)

Application: How do | grow?

[-Group

Serve in a ministry

Elective classes on Sunday mornings

Get accountable — start applying scripture to your everyday life



