1 Peter:
Two Questions

Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude,
because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not live the rest of
their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent
enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust,
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you do not join
them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel
was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to
human standards in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may
pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
1 Peter 4:1-8 (NIV)

1. Is this passage teaching that people can be saved after they die?
2. Does “the end of all things is near” mean what we think it means?

Three rules to use when you come across a confusing verse…
1. Check immediate ______________.
2. Check relevant ________________.
3. Use ____________ teachings to understand _____________ teachings.
I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it
was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows.
1 Corinthians 12:2 (NIV)
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He
was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive,[d] he went
and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.
1 Peter 3:18-20 (NIV)
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was
sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear
sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.
Hebrews 9:27-28 (NIV)
“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich
man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity

on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am
in agony in this fire.’
25
“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things,
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who
want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’
Luke 16:22-26 (NIV)

And because he considered that they who had fallen asleep with godliness, had great grace laid
up for them.
46

It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed
from sins.
2 Maccabees 12:45-46

2nd Question…
Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who
stands firm to the end will be saved.
Matthew 24:3 (NIV)
Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars,
but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to
come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and
earthquakes in various places.8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.
Matthew 24:4-8 (NIV)

