1 Peter:
Holiness: The Why

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to
you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the
evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be
holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
17
Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as
foreigners here in reverent fear.18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your
ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
1 Peter 1:13-19 (NIV)

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is
building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other
than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because
the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each
person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is
burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping
through the flames.
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 (NIV)
You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with
contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written:
“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;
every tongue will acknowledge God.’”
12
So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.
Romans 14:10-12 (NIV)
So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from
it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive
what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
2 Corinthians 5:10 (NIV)
“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what
they have done.
Revelation 22:12 (NIV)
But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty
word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will
be condemned.”
Matthew 12:36-37 (NIV)

1. We live holy lives because we will answer to our ____________ and
__________.
•

Our _____________ is also our heavenly _____________.

•

Our _____________ is an _____________ judge.

For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and
awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.
Deuteronomy 10:17 (NIV)
Now let the fear of the Lord be on you. Judge carefully, for with the Lord our God there is no
injustice or partiality or bribery.”
2 Chronicles 19:7 (NIV)
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell
your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a
treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for their
master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can
immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them
watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline
at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master
finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
Luke 12:32-40 (NIV)
35

2. We live holy lives because it gives our lives ______________.
3. We live holy lives because the ____________ for our ______________ was
the ______________ of Jesus.
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
1 Peter 1:19 (NIV)
Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the Holy Spirit has appointed you to as
overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which He purchased with His own blood.
Acts 20:28 (HCSB)

