
1 Peter 
 

The Necessity of Trials 
 
 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia 
and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 

through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his 
blood: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 

have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by 

fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8  
1 Peter 1:1-7 (NIV) 

 
Some Observations: 
 

• You have had to suffer _______________. 
 

• All kinds of trials are _________________ and they are all ____________. 
 

• These trials are ________________. 
 

 
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 

eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NIV) 

 
Two important principles: 
 

1. God uses suffering as a ___________________ of your faith. 
 

“But if I go to the east, he is not there; 
    if I go to the west, I do not find him. 

9 When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; 
    when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. 

10 But he knows the way that I take; 
    when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 

11 My feet have closely followed his steps; 
    I have kept to his way without turning aside. 

12 I have not departed from the commands of his lips; 
    I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. 



Job 23:8-12 (NIV) 

 
The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it 
with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution 

comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 
Matthew 13:20-21 (NIV) 

 
They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they 

would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 
1 John 2:19 (NIV) 

 
2. God uses suffering to _______________ you. 

 
…so that the genuineness of your faith, which is much more precious than gold which is 

perishable, even though tested and purified by fire, may be found to result in [your] praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 1:7 (Amp) 

 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
Matthew 5:11-12 (NIV) 

 
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will 

receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
James 1:12 (NIV) 

 
Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in 

prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of 
death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 

Revelation 2:10 (NIV) 

 
 


